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Fabulous Finish to 2009!  

Shire Wide is delighted to 

announce that weôve been 

awarded federal government 

funding through the Youth 

Connections Program.  

Working with Engadine District 

Youth Services as the lead 

agency, our two agencies 

completed the tender process 

in October and found out last 

week that we'd been 

successful.  

The aim of Youth Connections 

is to provide an improved 

safety net for young people 

who have disengaged from 

education, or who are at risk of 

disengaging. The program will 

focus on supporting these 

young people to re-connect 

with education or training and 

build resilience, skills and 

attributes that promote positive 

life choices and wellbeing. Itôs 

all about providing 

opportunities for young people 

to determine their own future. 

The program will kick off in 

early 2010 with the recruitment 

of a number of new staff 

across EDYS and Shire Wide. 

These staff will work in local 

high schools across the Shire 

as well as run programs and 

activities  in our centres 

including an alternative school 

at EDYS.  

Itôs a very exciting time indeed. 

Look out for updates on the 

Shire Wide websiteðin the 

new year youôll also find all the 

information about positions 

vacant there too.  

Weôre really looking forward to 

working with EDYS over the 

coming months. 
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Kiora Park Youth Centre and Menai 

Youth Centre will be closed from 

Thursday 24th December 2009 until 

Monday 4th January 2010. 

 

Weôd like to take this opportunity to 

wish the young people, services, vol-

unteers and supporters weôve worked 

with over the past twelve months a 

very happy and safe Christmas and 

New Year.  

 

2010 is already shaping up to be a 

cracker of a year! 
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The first two training sessions for the volunteers in the 

INSPIRE Mentoring program have been completed, and the 

group of 22 is very excited about kicking the program off 

officially in January once the training is completed.  

 

So far volunteers have learned about engaging with young 

people (not always as easy as you might think), building 

relationships while at the same time establishing and 

maintaining appropriate boundaries, as well as the type of 

support that young people need from responsible adults in 

their lives.  

 

The volunteers also spent a day with staff from NSW Police 

and the Juvenile Justice Department to find out more about 

the role of Police Youth Liaison Officers in working with 

young people, what makes young people offend in the first 

place, and the legislation around how young people are 

treated in the justice system. Our thanks go to Deb Wilson 

and Lisa Jarvis from NSW Police, Christian Maccan from 

the Department of Juvenile Justice and Sylvia Kilby from 

Youth Justice Conferencing. 

 

For information about the program contact coordinator Stef 

Jandl on 9525 7919 ex 26 or by email to 

stef@shirewideyouth.org.au. Referrals for young people to 

participate in the program are now being taken. 

INSPIRE Update  

Position Vacant  
 

Outreach Youth Worker  

17 hours p/week permanent 

part time. Closes 4th 

January 2010. 

More info on the web page. 

2010 hits the ground runningðwell climbing 

actuallyðwhen our Menai Youth Centre school 

holiday program starts on Monday 11th January 

with a trip to rock climbing for 12-18 year olds and 

a Tweenies day at the centre for the 8-11 age 

group.  

 

Over the following two weeks there will also be 

days out canoeing, an excursion to Jamberoo 

with EDYS (for the BARGAIN price of $15 

including transport!) and to the movies at 

Miranda. There will also be a movie marathon day 

at the Centre on Tuesday the 19th. The program 

ends in grand style with a Band Night on the 

22nd.  

 

For more information visit 

www.shirewideyouth.org.au to download  

the program, or call 9543 6440.  

Excursions are filling fast so get in  

quick to avoid disappointment! 

What do you get when you cross an apple with a 

Christmas tree? A pineapple 

 

Why couldnôt the skeleton go to the Christmas Party? 

He had no body to go with! 

 

Mum, can I have a dog for Christmas? 

No you can have turkey like everyone else! 

 

What do reindeer hang on their Christmas trees? 

HORNaments! 


